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ECM522 Domain name rental agreement 
 
 
This agreement is dated:      [date] 
 
It is made between  [Owner’s name] of [address]  
and whose e-mail address is     (“the Owner”)  
 
And 

 
[Hirer’s name] of [address] and whose e-mail address is (“the Hirer”). 
 
 
The purpose of this agreement is to regulate the use of the Name by the Hirer without 
transfer of ownership. 
 
These are the definitions that apply unless the context to this agreement requires 
a different interpretation: 
 
 
“Hire Price”   means the sum of [amount] per year. 
 
“Name”   means [name being hired]. 
 
“Tag Holder”   means a person who has signed a tag holder 

agreement with Nominee or with some other principal 
registry for a top-level domain. 

 
“Term of Hire”  means [number] years commencing on [date]. 
 
 
These are the agreed terms: 

 
1 Purpose of agreement 
 

The parties now agree and declare that in pursuance of the said agreement and 
in consideration of the Hire Price to be paid in the manner hereinafter mentioned 
subject to the terms of this agreement the Owner now agrees to let and the Hirer 
to take on hire the Name and all goodwill attaching to the Name for the Term of 
Hire.  

 
2 Warranties by Owner 
 

The Owner hereby warrants: 
 

2.1 that the Name is registered with Tag Holder [name of Tag Holder], whose 
web site is at [Tag Holder web site] and whose address is [Tag Holder 
land address]; 

 
2.2 that registration or re-registration of the Name was last effected on [date] 
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for a period expiring on [date] and that all due fees have been paid; 
 
 2.3 that the Name is registered to him at the address above; 
 

2.4 that he is the legal owner of the Name and knows of no person who has or 
might dispute or challenge the right of the Hirer to hire and use the Name; 

 
2.5 that he has not licensed or given permission to any other person to use 

the Name; 
 

2.6 that to the best of his knowledge, use of the Name will not breach the 
Intellectual Property Rights of any person [within the countries of . . . ] 

 
2.7 that following completion of this agreement, he will not register nor 

purchase nor use any name similar to the Name in a way that could 
devalue the Name to the Hirer, except that this sub-paragraph shall not 
apply to any name already owned by the Owner today, whether or not it is 
presently in use. 

 
 
3 Renewal of registration 
 

3.1 The Owner warrants that he will renew or procure the renewal of the 
registration of the Name with the appropriate registration authority within 
the time period allowed for such renewal, so that the registration of the 
Name shall never lapse. 

 
3.2 If the Owner shall default in timely registration of the Name, then the Hirer 

may do so in the name of the Owner, and may thereafter deduct the cost 
from the next payment of the Hire Price. 

 
3.3 The Owner hereby irrevocably authorizes the Hirer to act on his behalf 

and in his name for the sole purpose of renewing the registration of the 
Name from time to time. 

 
 
4 Hire Price and payment 
 

4.1 The Hire Price shall be paid in twelve equal monthly instalments, on or 
before the 10th day of each month.  

 
 4.2 Payment shall be made in such a way as the Owner shall direct 

OR 
4.2 It is the responsibility of the Hirer to ensure that the payment is made 

either direct to the bank account of the Owner or by paper instrument 
negotiable at the Owner’s bank, or as the Owner shall request. 

 
4.3 All costs of making the payment of the Hire Price shall be borne by the 

Owner/Hirer.  
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5 Contract voidable for failure to pay 
 
 5.1 The time for payment of the Hire Price shall be of the essence of this 
    contract. 
 

5.2 If the Hire shall fail to make the payment on the due date, then the Owner 
may by notice in writing terminate this agreement with immediate effect. 

 
5.3 If this agreement is terminated by the Owner on account of the failure by 

the Hirer to make payment of the Hire Price on the due date, then there 
shall be due to the Owner an additional sum equal to three months rental, 
such sum being liquidated damages for the breach of this agreement by 
the Hirer. 

 
 5.4 The Hirer agrees that the above provisions are reasonable. 
 

5.5 If the Owner fails to terminate the agreement and payment is made by the 
Hirer, albeit after the due date, then the Owners right to terminate lapses, 
until the Hirer again fails to make payment by the date due. 

 
 
6 Further action necessary 
 

The Owner agrees at the expenses of the Hirer, promptly to execute any 
document or do any act as may be reasonably necessary to confirm the right of 
the Hirer to use the Name during the Term of Hire. 

 
 
7 Rights of Hirer 
 

Without disclosing the existence of this agreement or the fact that the Name is 
hired, the Hirer may: 

 
 7.1 use the Name to name or promote or identify any lawful business or 
activity; 
 
 7.2 register the name with any search engine, portal or other organisation; 
 
 
8 Obligations of Hirer 
 

The Hirer agrees to use his best endeavours for the duration of the Hire Term to: 
 
 8.1 safeguard the Name and all rights associated with it; 
 

8.2 report immediately to the Owner any breach of the Owner’s rights in the 
name or the use of any similar name in a way, which might reduce the 
value of the Name. 
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